
ONEIDA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Bill Lewis, Choirmon Ken Elioson Brion Jeppsen

Regulor Commissioners Meeling
27 April 2026 - 9:00AM

Meeting Locotion: Evenl Cenler
459 Soufh Moin Street, Molod City,ldoho 83252

lN ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Choirmon Bill Lewis, Commissioner Brion Jeppsen, ond
Commissioner Ken Elioson.

Commissioner Lewis opened the meeting ond Commissioner Elioson led oll in the pledge
ond o proyer.

Approve Agendo
Commissioner Elioson moved to occept the ogendo. Seconded by Commissioner
Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Per Diem Exception Requesl - Probqlion
A County Probotion employee ottended troining where o meolwos provided but reported
it hod been sitting out too long, wos spoiled, ond hod mode ottendees sick the doy prior.
The employee chose to purchose lunch insteod ond requested on exception to ollow per
diem for thot meol.

Commissioner Elioson moved fo occept the requesf fo ollow o per-diem exception for
o single meol (lunch)of fhe recent troining oftended by County Probofion employee
Krisfi Christophersen. Seconde d by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Consenl Agendo, Poyment of Cloims, ond Approvol of Meeting Minutes

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to occepf fhe consenf ogendo, fo include fhe
poyment of cloims ond opprovolof meeting minutes for April 13 ond April 15.

Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion cqrried.
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3,426.63

632.83

L,446.72

35,081.46

38.32

2,500.00

3,521,10

8,835.64

151.48

2,759.87
LATCF FUNDING

TOTAL: 5 153,488.86
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Boord of Equolizolion, if needed
No Boord of Equolizotion wos needed.

Discussion wilh Dislrict Judge Cody Brower
As the District Court Judge presiding over this oreo, District Judge Cody Brower is ottempting
to meet onnuolly with commissioners in the district. Judge Brower hos recently token on o
lorger docket in Pocotello qnd presides in multiple counties, including Oneido County, ond
stoted it is o privilege to serve os the District Court Judge. He referenced his prior service in
Oneido County os County Attorney ond noted thot experience hos been helpful in his
position os district judge. Judge Brower onswered questions from the Boord regording his
role, ond no decisions were mode.

EDPRO Gront - Requesl for Oneido County lo Serve qs lhe Submitting Entity
ln o letter oddressed to the Oneido County Boord of Commissioners, Molly Beseris with the
Four County Allionce of Southeost ldoho (4CAS|) formolly requested thot Oneido County
continue to serve os the sponsoring entity for the Economic Development Professionol
(EDPRO) Gront for Fiscol Yeor 2027, octing os the finonciol monoging county for the gront.

Her letter exploined thot the opplicotion process is monoged through the ldoho Commerce
portol, with o submission deodline of the end of Moy, ond requested permission to write ond
submit the gront on beholf of the County. She noted thot, should the gront be oworded, the
finol controct would be brought before the Boord for review ond signoture. The letter
concluded with 4CASI's oppreciotion for Oneido County's continued porfnership ond
sponsorship of the gront over the post two decqdes.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to continue serving os fhe sponsoring entity for the
Economic Developmenf Professionol Gront for the 2027 fiscolyeor. Seconded by
Commissioner Elioson. All oyes. Motion conied.

Requesl lo Woive Event Cenler Fees for Nqtionol Doy of Proyer - lnterfoilh Council
The Oneido County lnterfoith Council is sponsoring the County's porticipotion in the
Notionol Doy of Proyer of 6:00 p.m. on Moy 7 ,2026. The Council hos plonned to use the
Event Center os the gothering ploce thot doy ond requested the rentol fee be woived'
They will ensure the building is left cleon. The Boord stipuloted thqt o controct wos required

even though the rentol fee wos woived.

CommissionerJeppsen moved to woive the Event Cenfer rentolfees for the lnterfoith

Council's sponsorin g of the Nofionol Doy of Proyer on Moy 7, 2026; o controcf will still

be required ond ne OuitAing left cleon. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. All oyes.

Motion corried.

Hospitol Boqrd Member
Hospitol Boord Member Shoree Bloisdell hos stepped down, ond Jerry Thomos hos ogreed

to serve in her ploce. The boord signed o cord of oppreciotion for Mrs. Bloisdell's service'

Commissioner Lewis moved fo oppoin t Jerry Ihomos os o hospitol board member to

fillthe voconcy teft by Shoree Bloisdell. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes

Motion corried.
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P&Z Adminislrqlor Position Hire
During o recent speciol meeting in executive session, with o quorum present, interviews for
the Plonning ond Zoning (P&Z) Administrotor position were conducted. The Boord olso
received ond reviewed ronkings from other members who porticipoted in the interviews.
Bosed on the interview process ond ronkings, Dorlo Tombough wos selected for the position
ond will ossume her new role on Moy 4, 2026 ol $19.50 per hour.

Commissioner Lewis moved to rofify the interview ronkings ond hiring
recommendotion, oppointing Dorlo Tombough os fhe Plonning ond Zoning (P&Z)
Adminisfrotor effective Moy 4, 2026, with o storting woge of $ 19.50 per hour.
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Molion corried.

P&Z - Hodley Subdivision Plql for Boqrd Signolure
Plonning qnd Zoning (P&Z) Administrqtor Rhondo Neol sent q letter of recommendqtion to
the Boord of Commissioners for opprovol of the Hodley Subdivision Plot. Plonning ond
Zoning Assistont Dorlo Tombough presented the plot for Boord signoture.

Commissioner E/ioson moved to opprove fhe combined preliminory ond finolminor
subdivisio n plot for the Hodley Subdivision. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. A/l
oyes. Motion corried.

Plonning Services Agreement - Slrolegic Communilies Alliqnce
Rodney Birch with Strotegic Communities Allionce (SCA), o nonprofit thot ossists smoll
counties with plonning services including lond use review, zoning code onolysis,
development ond zoning opplicotion processing, stoff report summories qnd
recommendotions, ond stoff troining, submitted on ogreement for the Boord's review
regording plonning ond zoning (P&Z) support services.

The ogreement is intended to provide support to the P&Z Administrotor ond Committee by
ossisting with opplicqtion review to ensure forms ond processes ore consistent with
opplicoble lows, policies, ond professionol stondords prior to distribution.

The Boord reviewed the ogreement, supported its intent, ond identified minor editoriol
omendments to be mode prior to signing. The Boord discussed the possibility of being oble
to utilize services immediotely, with the ogreement to be finolized ond signed of o

subsequent Boord of County Commissioners (BOCC) meeting following those revisions.

Legol counselwos present ond did not object.

Services from SCA will be billed on on hourly bosis depending on the type of ossistonce. with

rotes ronging from $55 to $95 per hour.

CommissionerJeppsen movedto opprove the Plonning Services Agreement

between oneido County ond Strofe gic Communifies Allionce (SCA/ for services to be

rendered fo the Oneido County Ptonning ond Zoning (P&Z) Administrotor and

Committee, with minor editorioitomendments fo be mode prior to signing of the nexf

Boord of County Commissioners (B}CC) meeting, ond to ollow services fo be utilized

immediotely. Secon ded by Commissioner Elioson. Alloyes. Motion corried'
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IDWR Stqle Declqrqtion of Droughl Emergency - AII ldqho Counties
The ldoho Deportment of Woter Resources (IDWR) issued on order, signed by the Director of
IDWR ond the Governor of ldoho, decloring o drought emergency in neorly oll bosins in
ldoho, citing obnormolly low snow wqter equivolent (SWE) levels during the second wormest
snow occumulotion seoson (October through Morch) recorded in ldoho since 1896, with
only the winter of .l933-i934 

being wormer.

The order further exploined thot extreme temperoture conditions resulted in occeleroted
snowmelt, including of higher elevotions where snow occumulotion typicolly persists for ot
leost on odditionol month. This resulted in record-low snowpock levels. Colculotions
obtoined using the Surfoce Woter Supply lndex (SWSI) indicqte o high likelihood of irrigotion
shortoges in rnony oreos of the stote.

With the declorotion of the drought emergency, the order outlined severol procedures ond
requirements thot opplied to the filing, processing, ond opprovol of ony opplicotion for o
temporory chonge to on existing wqter right during the pendency of the declored drought
emergency.

A declorotion from Oneido County wos discussed qnd will be considered of o future
meeting ofter odditionol informotion is gothered. No decision wos mode.

low Clerk Expenses for Districl Judges
Low Clerk expenses for district judges were discussed. Historicolly, smoller counties, including
Oneido ond Power Counties, hove not contributed to these costs, which hove been
covered by surrounding counties. Discussion included smoller counties porticipoting more
equolly in these costs in the future; however, specific cost ollocqtions ond porticipotion
detoils hove not yet been determined.

A request will be included in the Fiscol Yeor 2027 (FY2027) budget for qn estimoted $25,000
for low clerk expenses. For the current fiscol yeor, Fronklin County ogreed to split the cost
with Oneido County, with Oneido County contributing $.l5,000 from contingency funds to
ossist with Low Clerk expenses for Judge Brower.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to opprove covering Oneido County's portion of Low

Clerk expenses for the district judge in the omounf of $ 15,000 from contingency funds.

seconded by Commissioner Elioson. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Assessor - MtS Licensing Agreemenl
This topic wos moved to the Moy I 1,2026 meeting ond wos not discussed.

R&B - Chonges to lhe Roodwoy Developmenl Procedures for Oneido County Rood & Bridge

Rood & Bridge Deportment Supervisor Dionno Dredge opprooched the Boord to discuss

issues with the curient county rood stondords thot moy need to be updoted or omended

for clorificotion ond enforceobility. The Boord determined o brooder discussion with

plonning & Zoning, Rood & Bridge, the county lnspector, ond relevont porties would be

oppropiiote befoie ony chonges ore mode. No oction wos token.
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Slone Generqlor Updote
County lnspector ond Building Mointenonce Monoger Tory Richordson reported on the
Stone Generotor Project. The electricol estimote from Preston Electric wos received ond is

more expensive thon the work completed for the Event Center generotor. The Stone
Generotor project differs in scope ond will require o monuol tronsfer switch ond
opproximotely .l00 feet of odditionol wire. Generotor fuel lines will olso be instolled, ond the
generoior will be brought online.

Mr. Richordson is coordinoting bids for electricolwork, fencing, concrete, ond the generotor
structure. The Boord plons to use Stote Homelqnd Security Progrom (SHSP) funds once
releosed, os federol funding is deloyed due to the federol government shutdown. These
funds would cover the electricol portion but not the structure. No decisions were mode
pending odditionql informotion.

Event Cenler Renlol Fee Woiver Request - Librory Reqd-o-Thon
The librory is hosting o reod-o-thon ond requested thot the rentol fee for the Event Center
be woived. The Boord ogreed to woive the fee, with the stipulotions thot the refundoble
deposit must still be poid ond the building must be left in cleon ond occeptoble condition
following use.

Commissioner E/ioson moved to woive the Event Cenfer rentolfee for the Librory
Reod-o-Ihon. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. A//oyes. Mofion corried.

Method of Foirboord Operolion
The Foir Boord's current operoting structure wos discussed regording whether it is operoting
os on outonomous boord oside from o commissioner-opproved budget or under the
purview of the Boord of County Commissioners. The Boord will gother odditionol informotion
on how other county foir boords operote, ond the discussion will continue of o future
meeting. No oction wos token.

Southeqstern ldoho Public Heqlth (SIPH) - 1Y27 Public Heolth Budget
Southeostern ldoho Public Heolth (SIPH) Director Moggie Monn ottended with Spring

Cobobe with the Mqlod Women, lnfonts, ond Children (WlC) progrom ond SIPH Boord of
Heolth member Bob Christophersen. Director Monn presented the Fiscol Yeor 2027 Public

Heolth budget request ond county contribution colculotions bosed on odjusted current-
yeor ond proposed budget figures. The SIPH fiscol yeor begins July 1,2026, ond Oneido

County's onnuol contribution will be $64,402.

Commissioner Choirmon Bill Lewis, or o designoted proxy with o signed outhorizotion form,

will ottend the budget heoring os port of the Boord of Heolth meeting in Pocotello on

Thursdoy, Moy 28, 2026, ot 9:30 o.m.

CommissionerJeppsen moved to support the Southeostern ldoho Public Heolfh (SIPH/

fiscol yeor 2027 budget requesl of $64,402. Seconde d by Commissioner Elioson. AII

oyes. Motion corried.
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Comp Time / Overlime Poy
ln recent discussions regording Oneido County's Compensotory ond Overtime Poy policy,
Shoron Jutilo with SMJ Consulting wos tosked with developing on election form for county
employees. The form ollows employees to elect (choose) between occruing compensotory
(comp) time with poyout if deportment limits ore exceeded, or receiving poyout for comp
time os it is eorned. Quorterly elections must be mode prior to the upcoming quorter if ony
chonges ore desired by the employee.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved thot, regording compensotory pomp) time, oll
currently occrued comp time be frozen ond musf be used os comp time; thot o
finolized Memorondum of Undersfonding (MOU) for Compensotory Time ond
Overtime Poy Policy be implemented, ollowing employees fo e/ecf either comp time
or overtime through o quorferly election process, effecfive immediofely; ond thot ony
poid out time thot resu/fs in o budget overoge moy be odjusfed of yeor-end.
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Budget Meeting Questions
Sheriff Doug Willioms wos ottending troining ond unoble to ottend the recent deportment
heod budget meeting. He requested o discussion with the Boord ond County Clerk to clorify
questions from thot meeting ond review deportment budget reports. No decisions were
mode.

Budget Queslions
Sheriff Doug Willioms spoke with the Boord of Commissioners ond the County Clerk to clorify
budget questions in preporotion for Fiscol Yeor 2027 (FY2027) budget requests. No decisions
were mode.

Complionce Letter Review
This topic wos not oddressed by the requestor. No oction wos token

Vehicle Use Policy
This vehicle use policy topic will be moved to o future meeting to ollow Justin Nyquist with

ldoho Counties Risk Monogement Progrom (ICRMP) to porticipote in the discussion.

Deporlment Updotes & Highlights
Building lnspector/Moinlenonce
Building lnspector ond Mointenonce Monoger Tory Richordson reported thot building

permit octivity hos increosed compored to the previous quorter ond provided

updotes on courthouse improvement projects, including o bosement bothroom

remodel ond front wolkwoy ond stoir improvements. The choirs in the Event Center

conference room will be cleoned.

Bids ore still being sought for the courthouse bosement bothroom project, which will

include widening the doorwoy ond other minor modificotions to improve Americons

with Disobilities ,{ct (ADA) occessibility; however, the restroom is opproximotely two

inches too norrow for full complionce. Mr. Richordson noted thot o fully ADA-

compliont restroom is ovoiloble elsewhere in the building'

Z aa
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The front wolkwoy ond steps were identified os o tripping hozord. A bid wos received
to repoir or reploce the offected oreos of the wolkwoy ond stoirs in front of the
courthouse; hondroils ore not included in the bid, but the existing hondroils could be
repointed. Mr. Richordson reported he confirmed vio o phone coll thot the bid will
include fixing the pillors ond the flogpole will remoin in ploce, olthough these were
not listed on the bid.

Commissioner E/ioson moved fo occept the concrete bid from Bloke Love
Consfrucfion in fhe omount of $21,750 with fvnds from fhe copilol expenditure
budget to be used for fhe courthouse concref e project to remove ond replace
the bottom londing leoding to the fronf doors, remove ond reploce lhe sfeps ot
fhe bottom of the first londing, remove ond reploce the sidewo/k ond flotwork
oround the flogpole ond towords the porking lot, remove ond reploce fhree
sets of steps heoding wesf down the hill olong with up fo 201eet of sidewolk
between sets of steps heoded west down the hi//. Seconded by Commissioner
Jeppsen. AIloyes. Motion corried.

The courthouse porking lot will hove porking lines repointed this spring. Mr. Richordson
will olso ossist with projects reloted to the seqsonol opening of the Le Gronde Aquo
Plunge swimming pool.

The Event Center hos numerous keys in circulotion, ond the current key holders ore
not fully occounted for; there hove olso been instonces of doors being left unlocked
or open os well os windows being left open. Mr. Richordson recommended re-keying
the building ond mointoining o log of key holders to improve occountobility ond
building security.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to rekey fhe /ocks of the Event Cenfer.
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. Allayes. Motion corried.

Treosurer
County Treosurer Leigh Love reported the County's investments ore performing well,
with bonds ond certificotes of deposit (CDs) secured of fovoroble rotes. Totol interest
eornings were reported of $,l54,919.88 os of Morch 31,2026.

Totol collections for the second quorter of 2026 were $683,692.49. Delinquent toxes

hove decreosed compored to the prioryeor, with tox yeor2023 delinquency
reduced to g28,292.35. Totol delinquencies from 2023 through the unpoid second holf

of 2025 were reported ot $.|,856,60.l.,l6.

There were no tox deeds this yeor, os oll quolifying properties were poid in o timely

monner.

Ambulonce
Oneido County Ambulonce Treosurer Shone Howord is expecting the new

ombulonce, which hos been poid in full, to be delivered soon following on

opproximotely two-yeor build period. The rescue truck moy be remounted pending

oword of o recently opplied-for gront in the omount of $1 15,000.
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A new closs of emergency medicol technicions (EMTs) hos completed troining. Of the
seven ottendees, three hove possed the EMT exominotion, one did not poss ond
plons to retest, ond the remoining three plon to test in the neor future.

Coll volume hos remoined relotively steody, with o slight decreose reported of this
time. The new billing compony, Gold Cross Ambulonce, hos improved billing
operotions, including o potient portol for online occount occess ond poyment, os
well os exponded reporting ond invoice occess.

Airport
Airport Boqrd Secretory Kothy Roy shored updotes regording the oirport. J-U-B
Engineers lnc hos been controcted to complete the oirport lighting project, including
design, bid solicitotion, ond odministrotion of the bidding process. The design ond
bidding phoses ore expected to be completed loter this summer or eorly foll, ofter
which the project timeline for construction will be determined. The oirport is currently
under o Notice to Air Missions (NOTAM) due to deficiencies in the existing lighting
system, os there is no lighting ovoiloble for night londings; completion of this project is

expected to oddress those deficiencies.

A new oirport surveillonce system hos been instolled, providing coveroge of the
oirport grounds ond the pilot's lounge, to oddress issues with unouthorized octivity
oround oircroft, tiedowns, ond minor theft within the lounge.

An odditionol gront opportunity is ovoiloble ond moy be pursued for fencing ond site

improvements reloted to future hongor exponsion.

Clerk
County Clerk/Auditor Lon Colton provided updotes on deportments under his

oversight:

Elecfions - There ore two contested roces for the upcoming primory election on

Moy 19,2026: Commissioner District I ond Commissioner District 2. All other
county roces ore uncontested. The locol condidotes ore: Bill Drury, Bob

Crowther, Drew Pettis, ond Mike Asoy (Commissioner District l, four-yeor term);

Rondy Willie ond Kirk Nielsen (Commissioner District 2, two-yeor term); Lon

Colton, Clerk of the District Court; Leigh Love, Treosurer; Kothleen Atkinson,

Assessor; ond Brod Horsley, Coroner.

Oneido County will be using bollot-on-demond beginning with the Moy Primory

Election. This system ollows bollots to be printed of the polling locotion rother

thon using pre-printed bollots thot moy go unused. The Elections Deportment

will olso be using newer bqllot sconner/tobulotor mochines to tolly bollots,

supported by two Help Americo Vote Act (HAVA) gronts received through the

Secretory of 
'Stote's 

Office. ln preporotion for the election, progromming hos

been completed ond bollot printers ond reloted hordwore ore being tested'

Public Log'a ond Accurocy (L&A) testing will be held Moy 4,2026 ot 6:00 p'm'

of the Events Center.

I }i
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Clerk/Audifor - Budget worksheets hove been distributed ond ore due Moy 18,
2026. This yeor's budgeting process will differ from prior yeors due to stote
projections of potentiol revenue declines. The Stote hos olso indicoted o
reduction in funding ollocoted for Rood ond Bridge, which moy impoct future
roodwork copocity. The County will monitor stote projections throughout the
summer prior to odoption of the finol budget this foll.

Courfs (submiffed by Chief Deputy Clerk Dione Skidmore)- Court stoff continue
to utilize the completed courtroom remodel, with minor remoining punch-list
items in the conference room ond jury room.

The ldoho Supreme Court will lounch o new public-focing website on April27,
2026, to improve occess to court informotion ond services.

The ldoho Supreme Court will be in Oneido County Moy 5-7, 2026, to complete
o network migrotion, tronsitioning the locol courts onto the stote court network.
Court clerks hove completed online troining reloted to the tronsition.

Court stoff olso received troining on new security protocols implementing Duo
Multi-Foctor Authenticotion (MFA), on essentiol sofeguord for protecting
systems ond doto. ln the neor future, the courts will tronsition to the For the
Record (FTR) Desktop Applicotion for recording court proceedings, with
odditionol troining to follow on system integrotion.

On Moy 7,2026, third-grode students will tour the courthouse, with eoch office
preporing informotionol hondouts or disploys.

*** Meeting odjourned by l:35 pm***

n Dorius, Deputy ClerkBiil rmon
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